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A LOCAL breast cancer 
survivor who was part of the 
inaugural meeting of Wanga-
ratta’s Reclaim Your Curves 
group has welcomed its es-
tablishment.

Kim-Maree Cherry, a Benal-
la resident who works in Wan-
garatta, attended the group’s 
first meeting in February, and 
said it had changed her attitude 
to breast reconstruction.

“I was diagnosed with stage 
three breast cancer in 2014, 
and had a bilateral mastecto-
my, hysterectomy, chemother-
apy and radiation,” she said.

“I had found it hard to find 
information about breast re-
construction, but this group 
and the information it pro-
vided made a real difference.

“I had decided not to go 
through with reconstruction 
treatment, because I was only 
aware of one option, but now I 
know there are three options.

“Of course, I will be dis-
cussing with my doctor wheth-
er they are the right options for 
me, but it helped to get more 
information from people who 

POLICE are in the process of 
contacting about 2500 firearm 
licence holders who may have 
been incorrectly overcharged or 
undercharged for licence fees.

An internal review has found that 
since as early as 1997, Victoria Police 
has been incorrectly overcharging 
and undercharging people a fee when 
applying for or renewing a second 
firearm licence.

Only licence holders who hold a 
Category A or A/B licence at the same 
time as a Category C longarm licence 
have the potential to be impacted. 

This error does not apply to licence 
holders of other categories.

LOCAL wine producers are being 
invited to take part in consultation on the 
Federal Government’s $10 million Wine 
Tourism and Cellar Door Grant program.

Under the program, eligible 
producers can access an annual grant 
of up to $100,000 per annum (plus 
GST) for their eligible sales.

Minister for Revenue and Financial 
Services, Kelly O’ Dwyer, said the 
grants would complement a suite 
of measures developed with the 
wine industry to improve the wine 
equalisation tax (WET) rebate scheme.

Wines of the King Valley executive 
Alison Lloyd said the local organisation 
was pleased the government 
recognised the value wine tourism 
brought to regional economies. 

She said the organisation had 
worked with the government over the 
lengthy WET reform process to ensure 
support for wineries who invest in wine 
tourism to grow and develop jobs.

“We will consult with our members 
to ensure the proposed grant program 
will achieve its objectives and provide 
input to the national discussion on 
behalf of our region,” Ms Lloyd said.

SHARING INFORMATION: Breast cancer survivor Kim-Maree Cherry is glad a Reclaim Your Curves group has started 
in Wangaratta.                                                                                                                                               PHOTO: Emma Hillier

had been through it, and give 
me those options to help me 
decide.”

Reclaim Your Curves is a 
national consumer organi-
sation that supports women 
facing mastectomy.

It was established to 
provide easy to understand 
information on the vari-
ous reconstruction options 

available in Australia, and 
to offer support for those 
going through the process 
of reconstruction.  

Kim-Maree said the 
chance to talk to other wom-
en who had been or were in 
similar situations to her own 
was extremely valuable.

“Ever since I went to the 
meeting, I’ve been telling 

every person I know to get 
involved,” she said.

She said the mix of ages 
involved in the group made 
it even more beneficial, of-
fering the chance to hear 
stories from women at dif-
ferent stages of their breast 
cancer journeys.

“We all thought the same 
thing - that there was no sup-

port after treatment - so I’m 
really grateful to (organiser) 
Yvonne Richards for start-
ing this up here,” she said.

The group will hold its 
next meeting on Sunday, 
April 23, and more informa-
tion is available by phoning 
Yvonne on 0417 320950 or 
visiting reclaimyourcurves.
org.au/wangaratta-vic. 

For survivor, sharing 
stories eases burden 
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...it helped to get more 
information from people who 
had been through it, and give 
me those options to help me 
decide. - Kim-Maree Cherry

Grants to  support 
wine tourism growth

Firearm licence fee 
error impacts some


